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● Scholarships made available through donations 
from generous Kiwanians

● Designed to support Key Clubbers, KIWIN’S and 
Circle K members in pursuing higher education in 
return for their hard work in community service! 

A Key Club/KIWIN’S member in good standing 
(dues-paid) who is a graduating senior + is planning 
to attend a college, university, trade/vocational 
school, or other institution of higher education the 
next year. 

**No requirements in regards to officer positions 
held, hours volunteered, years in the club, etc. (may 
help but do not guarantee a scholarship)** 



● Provided by Kiwanis International
● Two (2) scholarships awarded to 2 

different members
● Minimum amount of $2,500 (varies 

between years) 
● Applications open on November 

1st 
● Applications due on February 1st, 

2025 @ 8:59 PM PST

KIWANIS 
CHILDREN’S FUND



■ Create an account on Foundation 
[using your personal email] 

■ Click on “Kiwanis Children’s Fund 
Scholarship” 

■ The main components of the 
application are:

1. Transcript
2. List of Activities 
3. Personal Statement
4. Letter of Recommendation 

STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #1

GETTING STARTED 

www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=kif

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=kif
http://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=kif


STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #2

■ Your transcript 
does not need to 
be an “official” 
transcript
[ex. you can 
download a 
transcript from 
Aeries]

■ Your GPA can be 
either weighted or 
unweighted 

■ All of your club 
information must 
match the info in 
the MUC 
(Membership 
Update Center)
[ask your Club 
President for this 
info]

FILL OUT 
APPLICANT INFO.



STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #3

ACTIVITIES AND 
ESSAY 

■ Include activities 
participated in 
and outside of 
Key Club 
[emphasize 
leadership 
positions + years 
involved] 

■ Do not include 
jobs/internships

■ Do not use 
acronyms 

■ Follow the format 
provided

■ There is no max. 
number of 
activities, only a 
5,000 character 
limit. Be wise with 
your words! 

■ Quality is better than 
quantity

■ Make sure you are 
answering the Key Club 
prompt, not the Circle K 
prompt



Feel free to answer the last questions in any way you’d 
like. Your answers will in no way affect your likelihood of 
receiving a scholarship.

STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #4

LETTER OF REC

■ Recommended: 
written by a 
Faculty/Kiwanis 
Advisor [but, a 
teacher/counselor/
boss/etc. is good, 
too]  

■ Provide additional 
information to your 
recommender 
[explain the 
scholarship, give 
insight on your 
accomplishments, 
guide them] 

■ Must be submitted through 
the link sent to the 
recommender’s personal 
email address 



MAKE NOTE
■ Do not include additional information 

such as a resume, additional letters of 
rec, etc. [it will result in disqualification] 

■ You can check the status of your 
application on Foundation. It will state 
one of the following: 

○ Draft
○ Submitted
○ Approved = you are a recipient 

of a scholarship!
○ Denied
○ Undecided = still in review
○ Abandoned = your application 

has an error
■ If you are a recipient, you will be 

notified through email in April 



● Provided by California-Nevada-Hawaii 
Children’s Fund 

● One application feeds into multiple 
different scholarships (changes each 
year)
○ This year, it covers the initial 

application for the Loretta Barksdale 
McElwain scholarship (~$15,000) 

● The number of recipients and types of 
scholarships vary each year

● Due February 2nd, 2025

CNH
CHILDREN’S FUND

In 2023, over 70 students received 
scholarships (more than $119,000 

awarded) 
Each year, an average of 

$75,000-$100,000 is awarded



1. Academics and Employment
2. 60% - Key Club

a. Key Club Service
b. Kiwanis Family Attendance
c. Leadership Positions
d. Awards + Recognition

3. 20% - Service to School
4. 20% - Service to Community outside 

of school

STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #1

GETTING STARTED

■ Go to cnhfoundation.org -> What We 
Do -> Scholarships & Leadership Training 
-> Scholarship Program 

○ Click on “Key Club and KIWIN’S 
graduating seniors - Apply for a 
scholarship here” 

■ The main components of the 
application are:

https://www.cnhfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships-leadership-training/scholarship-program/


STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #2

INTRODUCTORY 
INFORMATION

■ Read ALL 
beginning 
instructions

■ Make sure 
to fill out 
everything 
with a red 
asterisk*

■ For the 
date, you 
can put the 
day you 
submit the 
application

■ If you look at the scholarship requirements, GPA is 
NOT a weighted section. This scholarship is a 
SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP, so don’t be discouraged by 
GPA!

■ It is no longer required to submit your FAFSA 
Submission Summary



STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #3

60% - KEY CLUB

■ All Kiwanis 
Family 
information 
must match 
the MUC 
(Membership 
Update 
Center) [Ask 
your club 
president for 
this info]

■ It’s okay if you 
don’t have 20 
events

■ You can order it by date, importance, or how much 
you contributed to the project

■ Limited space = be concise
■ Show your contribution to the event; don’t just 

describe what the event was. [ex. state if you 
planned it/directed others]



STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #3

60% - KEY CLUB

List up to 5 
top Kiwanis 
Family 
Events you 
have 
attended 

■ 15 events are not required! However, put as 
many as you can 

■ Even though it says Kiwanis Family, you can 
include events hosted by your own Kiwanis 
Family Branch 

■ Format: Event Name; Year-Year: your 
involvement
Example: Key Club District Convention; 
2014-17: attended all four years; delegate 
twice and served as judge



List up to 10 
awards/honors you 
have received in 
KIWIN’S or Key Club
[all awards matter, 
even if it is small!]

STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #3

60% - KEY CLUB

Include: Elected or 
Appointed Club 
positions, Division 
positions, District 
Committees, District 
Board positions

■ Do not include a description of duties
■ Format: Position: Year-Year, whether you were 

elected/appointed 
Example: Club President: 2024-2025, elected
Division Technology Chair; 2023-2024, appointed



STEP-BY-STEP
STEP #4+5

20% - SCHOOL
20% - COMMUNITY

List up to 10 school 
activities you 
participated in 
outside of KIWIN’S/ 
Key Club

Format for both sections: Activity: Year-Year: Positions 
held/accomplishments/awards received 
Examples: Yearbook: 2013-17: served as Sports Editor 
Sunday School: 2016-17; ran 2nd grade craft activities

List up to 5 
community service 
activities not 
affiliated with 
KIWIN’S/Kiwanis or 
your school



MAKE NOTE
■ When you save your application via 

email link, RESEND THE LINK BY 
RE-SAVING YOUR APPLICATION 
WITHIN 30 DAYS. If not, the link will 
expire and your progress will be 
deleted. 

○ To be safe, answer all of the 
questions on a google doc 
and copy and paste into the 
application when you are 
ready to submit 

■ Do not duplicate activities across 
sections/within a section [it will not 
be counted] 



● Are sometimes offered at random 
times throughout the year = check-in 
often! 

● Amounts vary; do not overlook smaller 
scholarships

● Reach out to your local Kiwanis Clubs 
to see if they offer any scholarships that 
you can apply for

OTHER 
SCHOLARSHIPS



● START NOW! DON’T PROCRASTINATE! 
● Include lots of detail and be specific 
● Be truthful + genuine, but don't be afraid to brag
● Quantify your accomplishments
● Don’t be afraid to ask for advice 
● Set yourself apart from the other applicants!
● Type your answers on a separate Google Doc

POTENTIAL TIMELINE
NOV. MID DEC. END OF DEC. JAN. EARLY FEB. 

Open the 
application, 
brainstorm, fill 
in personal 
information

Finish rough draft 
#1, ask for a letter 
of rec + upload 
transcript,  if 
needed

Finish revised 
draft #2, ask 
for advice 
from your 
friends/family

Ask your 
president for 
club information, 
finish your final 
draft 

Double 
check you 
followed all 
directions, 
SUBMIT! 

TIPS  TRICKS



kiwanis.org
cnhfoundation.org
cnhkeyclub.org

● KIWANIS CHILDREN’S FUND

● KFF CHAIR Leya Wu

● MORE INFORMATION 

scholarships@kiwanis.org 
1-800-KIWANIS, ext. 225 (U.S. and Canada)  

kff.chair@cnhkeyclub.org

Also reach out to your respective 
Lieutenant Governor if you have any 

questions!

CONTACTS

https://www.kiwanis.org/childrens-fund/grants/scholarship-opportunities
https://www.cnhfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships-leadership-training/scholarship-program/
https://www.cnhkeyclub.org/resources/scholarships-and-grants
mailto:scholarships@kiwanis.org
mailto:kff.chair@cnhkeyclub.org


THANK YOU

The CNH Key Club District would like to 
acknowledge the following individuals who have 

contributed to this guide:

★ Alyssa Kline, Kiwanis Family and Foundation 
Chair, 2022-2023

★ Kenneth Nguyen, Kiwanis Family and 
Foundation Chair, 2023-2024

★ Leya Wu, Kiwanis Family and Foundation 
Chair, 2024-2025

★ Emi Do, Kiwanis Family and Foundation 
Secretary, 2024-2025

★ Joannah Silvestre, Kiwanis Family and 
Foundation Member, 2024-2025 


